
It has been exactly one year now since my studio, Envisage Design (est. 1993) 
relocated from central Auckland to sunny Nelson. 
A number of clients, suppliers and associates are wondering how things are 
going for me, so this is a quick update on where things are at. 
Read on to find out more...

The sometimes annual update from 

freelance designer Simon Owen

   Place
Living in Nelson is complementing the freelance lifestyle 

nicely! Tasman’s inspiring landscape is proving extremely 
accessible and I’m easily able to indulge my love of kayaking, 
mountain biking and power-kiting. 

2008 has seen me explore a fair bit of the South Island, 
and the friendly Southerners are keen to 
get me out hunting and fishing next. Fly-
fishing can definitely be crossed off the list 
after spending a relaxing week catching 
trout with friends in rustic isolation at 
Lake Coleridge over the Xmas break. 

   People

The Nelson region is known for its 
colourful locals who have a immense 
passion for creativity, and I am finding this 
to be an ongoing inspiration for my commercial design work. 
As such, Envisage Design is involved in the Nelson City 
Council’s 2009 Nelson Tasman Regional Arts Strategy.  

The Strategy addresses many issues including branding 
and identity, and its ultimate aim is to help promote Nelson 
as the arts capital of New Zealand.

The outgoing Labour Government recognised the 
importance of new creative industries, and in 2008 granted 
the Nelson Malborough Institute of Technology (NMIT) $8 
million for a new Arts and Media facility. I am thrilled to be 

considered to give graphic design workshops for the 2009 
NMIT design students.

   Nationwide

With a portfolio of Auckland investments that require 
managing through an investment holding 
company (Owen McQuire Investments 
Ltd), my corporate activities remain firmly 
in New Zealand’s economic powerhouse. 
Having the bulk of my clients based in 
Auckland, I take the 1hr 20min trip north 
whenever required.

New design work gained in Wellington 
and Christchurch has prompted me to 
take a more nationwide approach to my 
creative services. As such, I have dropped 
my Auckland landline and procured a new 
freephone number (0800 ENVISAGE). 

Applying internet technologies, Envisage continues 
to service new clients and to utilise the best suppliers 
throughout New Zealand and indeed the world. 

   2009

One of the bigger tasks for me this year will be the branding 
and design for 11 major annual conferences. Clients include 
the New Zealand Nurses Organisation, New Zealand 
Healthcare Pharmacists Association and the New Zealand 
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Childcare Association. Also this year, Envisage will also be 
helping an Australian company to develop an exciting new 
wine label range.

Envisage is well placed to help businesses see through the 
perceived downturn. As a sole freelancer, I have a nimble 
approach to change and can easily adopt new techniques 
and strategies for the new market conditions. In short, I can 
adapt much faster than larger organisations. It also means 
that I can quickly alter my pricing structure for supplier/
client benefits.

   Ahead

Since 1993, Envisage has helped clients to develop and 
grow into exciting new markets. Over the past 15 years the 
internet, multimedia and electronic documentation have 
broadened the design trade. As well as a solid reputation 
in print, Envisage is proud to be in an enviable position to 
offer creative services in these new medias for you. Don’t be 
afraid to ask about some of these new marketing methods. 
Envisage is here to help.

The best way to keep up with activity in the studio is to 
bookmark my blog | www.simonowen.co.nz.  Envisage 
also has an active YouTube channel that showcases our 
multimedia work | www.youtube.com/envisagedesign.  
You can also catch Envisage on www.facebook.com,  
www.flickr.com, and www.iStock.com. 

If you would like to be posted a set of Envisage’s new 
stationary please just let me know.

I wish you the very best for 2009. 

Simon Owen
Graphic Designer
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Learn more about Envisage Design online at  
http://www.envisage-design.co.nz
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